
 
 

 
Scientific project term 5 and Master Thesis term 10 of the Medical Program: The supervisor’s and the 
student's responsibilities  
 
The project is done under supervision. The supervisor should have a PhD with special expertise in the topic of 
the thesis work. A good working relationship between the supervisor and the student is a prerequisite for the 
thesis work to be implemented in a good way. It is important to talk openly about the goals, ambitions and 
possible concerns. The distribution of the supervision over time can vary according to individual needs, but 
more time may be needed during the start and towards the end of the thesis.  
 
An important aspect of the mutual trust between student and supervisor is that both parties invest the time 
that is stipulated – the student in terms of 20 (T10) or 6 (T5) weeks of full time work and the supervisor, on 
commonly agreed time points, according to the hours assigned in the respective course.  
 
The scientific project at T5 and master thesis at T10 are examined when the student is registered in the 
respective course.  
 
When students do an internship within Region Skåne's premises, they are covered by a collective agreement 
which shows that they must be treated in the same way as other staff. Within the university, there is a 
collaboration responsibility without a contract. Health, Environment and Workplace-Related Safety 
Committees (HSE) for CRC, BMC and HSC have produced a checklist for how students' safety is to be 
guaranteed (https://www.med.lu.se/intramed/stoed_verktyg/arbetsmiljoe_haelsa/hms_kommitteer). 
Students must be treated like other staff when carrying out their degree project, which means that they must 
be introduced to the laboratory or study place in the same way as newly hired staff and be informed and 
learn about how to handle equipment, biological substances, experimental animals, chemicals, radiation and 
sharp objects. The student must have access to adequate protective equipment. All accidents and incidents 
must be reported. If students are to work with biological compounds, radiation, inorganic fibers, asbestos, 
lead or cadmium, they should be offered a general medical examination.  
 
The supervisor's responsibilities include:  
- The supervisor assists with a working place and computer when needed, so the student get access to the 

medical records from Region Skåne, registers and so on. 

- Present appropriate start-up literature and possible directions of the project  

- Assist the student in formulating clear, relevant and achievable goals and in writing a project plan, which 
takes into account the demands concerning student independence stated in the syllabus  

- Ensure that the project plan is adjusted so that the scope of the project is consistent with the stipulated 
time for the thesis  

- Offer supervision based on regular, preferably personal encounters in an amount equivalent to the number 
of hours assigned for the task  

- Make sure that the student(s), from a practical as well as an ethical perspective, have or are offered training 
to obtain sufficient competence to carry out the elements that are part of the project work, especially 
those involving third parties (patients or other students).  

- Take note of and discuss, throughout the project period, the objectives of the syllabus as well as the 
assessment criteria for different parts of the examination  

- Through supervision and student’s own practical experience ensure in-depth discussion and knowledge of 
the methods used in the project  
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- Assist the student in finding solutions to foreseen and unforeseen problems during the thesis work  

- Provide feedback on the study's results and guide the student in the writing of the essay; provide feedback 
and suggestions for improvement of the text  

- Careful language correction and insurance that the thesis, tables and figures have appropriate structure and 
form.  

- The thesis, including the statistical analyses, should be on a reasonable level, so that the student can 
perform and understand all of the parts and defend it orally on the examination.  

- Read the essay and give consent before it is submitted for examination  
 
The student's responsibilities include:  
- Provide regular feedback to the supervisor about the progress of the thesis work  

- Signal the need for guidance and take the initiative to book regular meetings with the supervisor  

- Send written material well in advance of the meetings to the supervisor  

- Appear well prepared at meetings to make best use of the available time with the supervisor  

- Make sure that the timetable for the thesis is followed  

- Give the supervisor reasonable time for reading and giving feedback on the manuscript  

- During the examination: give an account for all project elements, even if not conducted by the student 
him/herself  

- Obtain the supervisor's consent before submitting the thesis for examination  
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